
COMMUNITY FLYERS UPDATE 

As a service to the community, the Manitowoc Public School District posts flyers for upcoming events from 

nonprofit organizations on their homepage and Facebook page.  Please visit the web site at 

www.manitowocpublicschools.org/for_families/community_flyers for additional information on the following flyers: 

Historical Society – Pinecrest Christmas – December 9th and 10th  

Manitowoc County Soil and Water Conservation Dept – Conservation Poster Contest – due December 16, 2022 

Boys and Girls Club of Manitowoc County – Join today! 

Manitowoc County Figure Skating Club – Learn to Skate Classes 

Manitowoc Girls Youth Basketball Program 

Manitowoc County Youth Hockey Association – Register for sessions this winter!  

 

WOW!  We had a HUGE amount of food donations for Peter’s Pantry – 1,011 pounds of food!  

Peter’s Pantry was extremely thankful for everyone’s help to make this year’s food drive such a 

success.  We did a contest between kindergarten and first grade, second and third grade, and 

fourth and fifth grade to see who could collect the most food items.  Mrs. Buchner’s first grade 

class collected 83 food items; Mrs. Arps third grade class collected 82 food items; and Miss 

Verkruysee’s fourth grade class collected a whopping 122 food items!  Student Council wants to 

thank everyone for helping us help our local community.  We would not have been able to do this food drive without 

you.    

Another way we are going to help our local community is by ringing bells for the Salvation Army on 

Wednesday,  December 14, from 5:00-7:00 p.m. at Pick & Save.  There will be two shifts – 5:00-

6:00 p.m. and 6:00-7:00 p.m.  Because of the large amount of Student Council members this year, 

please sign up for only one shift.  We will be located inside the breezeway of Exit Door West.  

Please have your child dress warmly, especially the feet!  Parents are responsible for dropping off 

and picking up students, and the office must have a permission slip on file.  If parents have any questions, please 

contact Mrs. Augustenborg at (920) 663-9510.  

Student Council will also be selling suckers after school on Tuesday, December 13, and Thursday, December 15.  

Suckers cost $1.00, and sweet and sour flavors will be available.  
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IS YOUR CHILD FOUR YEARS OLD? 

Can you believe we are already thinking ahead to 2022-23?  The District offers a FREE four-year 

old kindergarten program for children who will be four years old by September 1, 2023.  

Information regarding the registration process will be mailed to eligible families after the winter 

break.  Please contact Jodi Popp at (920) 686-4777 to make sure your child’s name, birthdate and 

address are on file. 

   

READING NEWS 

Taking the time to talk to your child about the books he or she reads is one of the best ways to 

support literacy development.  You will engage your child in critical thinking – a key skill for 

success in school and the future.  In the next few months, we will be sharing some questions to 

ask your child before, during, and after reading.  Here are some tips on how to start a book  

discussion with your child: 

After your child has finished a book, ask questions like: 

 What was your favorite part of the book?  Why? 

 Who was your favorite character?  Why? 

 What was the most interesting thing you learned from the book? 

 Why do you think the author wrote this book? 

 Would you have ended the book differently?  Did it end the way you thought it would? 

 What was the problem in the story?  Was the problem solved? 

 If you could change one thing in the book, what would it be? 

 Why do you think the author chose the title of the story?  Is it a good title?  Why or why not?  Can you 

think of a different title for the story? 

 Which part of the story was most exciting?  Why? 

 Which parts of the story could really happen?  Which parts could not really happen? 

We encourage your family to continue reading during the winter break! 

 

GYM CLASS 

Just a friendly reminder to remind your children to bring their athletic shoes to school for gym 

class.  If you have any pairs of old athletic shoes (kids sizes) laying around the house and would 

like to donate them to school in gym class, please feel free to contact Ms. Ganser at ganserp@mpsd.school.   
 

 

Our kindergarten, first and second grade students have been hard at work practicing for their 

winter concert.  The concert will be held on Tuesday, December 13, at 10:00 a.m. and again at 2:00 

p.m.  Looking ahead to the future, our third, fourth and fifth graders will perform their spring 

concert on Tuesday, May 16, at 10:00 a.m. and again at 2:00 p.m. 

 

 

MATH CORNER 

Helping at Home:  Learning from Mistakes  

Making mistakes is a part of how children learn, and learning math is no different.  When children are in 

an environment where they understand it is acceptable to make a mistake, they actually work harder.  What can 

you do to support your child when they are solving a math problem and make a mistake?  When you notice the 

mistake, focus on understanding your child’s thinking and offering encouragement.  Here are a few things you can 

try:  
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 Stay positive:  Remind your child (and yourself) that learning something new often involves learning  

from our mistakes.  Validate your child’s efforts and offer words of encouragement.  Example:  “You are working 

hard on that problem” or “You’re really thinking hard about this.”  

 Let the learner do the explaining:  Instead of pointing out the error and showing your child how you  

would solve it, start by asking questions to understand your child's thinking and help them identify their own 

errors.  Build on what they already understand.  Example:  “I want to understand your thinking” or “Can you tell me  

about what you did?” or “Help me understand this part of what you did.”  

 Understand the meaning of the mistake:  To address a mistake, it’s important to understand the reason 

for it.  As your child shares, consider the reason for the error.  

 Computational Error:  Computational errors occur when the child understands the problem and how to solve 

it, but makes an error when calculating.  Sometimes this happens because of hurrying or forgetting a step in a 

process, and sometimes it’s an indicator that the child isn’t yet fluent with a fact or strategy.  These are errors  

children often catch on their own when given the opportunity to explain their thinking.  Example:  When solving  

3 × 7, a child gives the answer 18.  When asked to share how they thought about it, they say, “Oh, wait … 3 × 6 is  

18.  Three times 7 is 3 more than that, so 21.”  

 Conceptual Error:  Conceptual errors happen when children do not fully understand the mathematical 

concepts of the problem they’re solving or the why behind the procedure they are trying to use to solve it.  Talk to  

your child’s teacher if you see your child making conceptual errors.  Example:  When adding 1/6 and 1/8, the child 

writes the answer 2/14.  When asked to share their thinking, they say, “I added the top numbers together and  

then the bottom numbers.”  

Making mistakes while learning math is OK — it’s an opportunity for your child to build resilience and deepen their 

understanding.  As Jo Boaler, a professor of mathematics education at Stanford University, says, “If kids are not 

making mistakes—if they are not struggling—we’re limiting their brain growth.”  

 

MEET THE FRANKLIN STAFF 

This year, our Student Council members have a new job – interviewing our staff!  Here are three staff members’  

interviews, and with the help of Mrs. Krupka, the interviews are in their own words. 

Mr. Heller - Principal:  Mr. Heller has two sons; loves to read and listen to music.  His favorite sports teams are 

the Green Bay Packers, Chicago Bulls and the Celtic soccer team.  His favorite thing to eat is pasta!  (Interview 

conducted by Erika and Jai’Alous, fifth grade.) 

Mrs. Sabourin – Dean of Students:  Mrs. Sabourin has two daughters and a dog.  She grew up in Madison and her 

brother inspired her to become a teacher.  She loves to eat nachos, and her favorite restaurant is the Paddock 

Club.  Her favorite team is the Green Bay Packers!  (Interview conducted by Graham and Payton, fourth 

grade.) 

Mrs. Armstrong – fifth grade teacher:  She is married and has a daughter and son.  She grew up in Muncie, 

Indiana.  She has a cat and loves to go camping and ATVing.  Her favorite food is pizza.  Her high school social  

studies teacher inspired her to teach.  (Interview conducted by El, fourth grade.) 

 

WINTER WELLNESS 

With the weather getting colder outside, it’s important to keep a healthy routine.  Winter health can be tough to 

maintain without the right plan.  Here are some tips to stay healthy this winter: 

Extra Sleep:  With the shorter, cooler days and longer nights, our bodies naturally need more sleep.  Try going to 

bed 30 minutes earlier than usual in the winter months.  A sleep-deprived body is more susceptible to illness. 

Exercise Outside:  Bundle up and get outside!  Exercise naturally supports a healthy mood and energy levels.  Even 

a 15-minute walk can make a difference. 



Stay Social:  The winter months can naturally cause people to turn inward and be more isolated.  Make a date with 

friends or family members at least once a week to stay connected. 

Eat Protein:  Protein helps keep blood sugar levels stable and can reduce sugar cravings.  Many people increase  

carbohydrate and sugar intake during the winter months, which can compromise the immune system. 

Fruits and Veggies:  During winter months, it’s more important than ever to get a wide variety of fruits and 

vegetables every single day.  Think “eat like a rainbow” when you are grocery shopping. 

 

 

PTA NOTES 

Happy holidays from your PTA!  We found out that Franklin families are on Santa’s nice list this 

year, and he’s planning a visit to Franklin School!  Join us on Saturday, December 10th, from 

8:00-10:00 a.m. for our annual Breakfast with Santa!  We will serve homemade pancakes, 

sausage, fruit and juice, and all families will be able to help feed Santa’s reindeer by making 

magic reindeer food!  You will also be able to write Santa a letter, and he’ll take them all with 

him to the North Pole!  

Our first annual children’s holiday gift store will be open for viewing during Santa’s Breakfast.  Gift 

items start at less than $1.00, and most items are within the $1.00-$5.00 price range.  The store is 

designed for children to purchase gifts for family and friends with their own money.  A flyer went 

home letting everyone know the hours and dates the holiday gift store will be open.  If you can 

volunteer, please contact the PTA at franklinpta@mpsd.school.   

We want to thank everyone who visited Culver’s on Tuesday, November 29, for our Culver’s “Dine to Donate”!  You 

helped us raise $700.00!  Many thanks to the amazing staff for volunteering their time delivering food, even in the 

wintry cold weather! 

If you are doing your holiday shopping on Amazon, consider using AmazonSmile while purchasing.  What 

is AmazonSmile you ask?  AmazonSmile is a simple way for you to support your school every time 

you shop, at no cost to you. AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of your eligible purchases to Franklin 

School.  To shop at AmazonSmile, simply go to smile.amazon.com on your web browser or activate 

AmazonSmile on your Amazon Shopping app on your iOS or Android phone (found under settings on 

your app).  Find and click on PTA Wisconsin Congress Franklin PTA and the rest takes care of  

itself!  Happy shopping! 

We are still collecting Box Tops!  Whenever you go grocery shopping and buy products that have Box Tops, please 

scan your receipt.  No more clipping or cutting!  All you need to do is submit your digital receipts in the Box Tops 

app.  Simply tap “Scan” on the home screen, choose the digital receipt option, find Franklin Elementary and done! 

Spirit sticks will be sold during lunch in the gym on Wednesday, December 21st.  The Spirit Stick flyer will be 

posted on the Franklin School and PTA Facebook pages, and an Infinite Campus message will be sent out to all 

families. 

Our next PTA meeting will be held on Wednesday, December 21st, at 6:00 p.m. in the library.  Babysitting services 

is provided.  Don’t forget to bring your Coke caps! 
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DECEMBER DATES TO REMEMBER 

December 10 Breakfast with Santa, 8:00-10:00 a.m. 

December 13 Winter Concert featuring students in K-2 grades, 10:00 a.m. and again at 2:00 p.m. 

December 14 Student Council bell ringing at Pick & Save (Copps), 5:00-6:00 p.m. or 6:00-7:00 p.m. 

December 15 Large group orchestra practice, 7:15 a.m. 

December 21 Spirit stick sale, gym (during lunch only) 

 PTA meeting, library, 6:00 p.m. 

 First day of winter  

December 23-30 NO SCHOOL – CLASSES RESUME ON JANUARY 2, 2023! 

 

 


